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infirm and men and women alike, to greater heights than
a bloody war ever can. It is the hearts of the leaders that
doubt and quail, but the heart of the common people is
sound enough.

Non-co-operation with the aggressor and the foreigner
is plain enough. That will obviously involve the non-pay-
ment of taxes, a refusal to enter his service or do his bidding,
a refusal to work in his mills and factories, and non-
resort to his law courts. But it may become necessary even
to non-co-operate with those of our countrymen, our
own kith and kin, who flout the national will and co-operate
with the aggressor. The thing to remember is that our
non-co-operation has always to be non-violent and will,
therefore, never do personal injury to the opponent. So
there shoftld be no interference with the supply of water
to the thirsty or food to the hungry, medical assistance
to the sick or burial to the dead. Within these broad limits
a community is entitled to protect itself from its own
backsliding brethren. And where .public interests so
demand, even filial and all family considerations must
yield. National freedom is above everything. Human
history teaches us that no nation has ever been able through
violence to retain freedom and- defend its independence
against superior violence. Given the correct training, this
is   possible   only   through   non-violent   non-co-operation.

Non-violence is not a mere negative concept. It is
essentially a constructive contribution to world politics.
The present structure of society puts a definite premium
on violence. Vast aggregates of private wealth in the hands
of individuals who also constitute the ruling classes in the
community naturally favour violence as a means of defence.
It is now a common-place that often so-called national
interests are in substance nothing but the interests of pri-
vate capitalists and investors in foreign lands. And even
in local disturbances it is*, the moneyed man, the man of
property, who shouts the loudest for the use of force for his
protection. The adoption of non-violence as a national
policy will inevitably involve a radical alteration in the
social and economic spheres.